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NOTES AND NEWS. 



At Syracuse University, Professor 0. S. Stetson has been promoted to an 
assistant professorship of mathematics. 

Popular Science Monthly of February contains an article by Professor G. A. 
Miller on "Some recent tendencies in mathematical instruction." 

At Rutgers College, Mr. Richard Moms has been promoted from an in- 
structorship to an associate professorship in graphics and applied mathematics. 

Mr. Charles Haseman, assistant in mathematics at Indiana University, has 
obtained leave of absence and will spend the summer in graduate study 
at Gottingen. 

Bowdoin College has received from Colonel I. H. Wing of Batfield, Wis- 
consin, a fund of $50,000, to endow the chair of mathematics. Colonel Wing is 
an alumnus of Bowdoin. 

Professor C. A. VanVelzer, head professor of mathematics at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, has resigned, the resignation to take effect July 1, 1906. He 
intends to retire from teaching. 

The San Francisco Section of The American Mathematical Society met at 
Stanford University on February 24. The printed program announced fifteen 
papers to be read at the meeting. 

Mr. H. W. Reddick, a graduate of Indiana University, and until Febru- 
ary first, fellow in the University of Illinois, has been appointed to a position in 
Shortridge High School at Indianapolis. 

A bill granting permission to Professor Simon Newcomb, U. S. N., to ac- 
cept the decoration of the order 'Pour le Merite, fur Wissenschaften und 
Kunste,' tendered by the emperor of Germany, passed the senate on February 8. 

Professor H. Poincare's address, "The Present and Future of Mathemat- 
ical Physics," delivered before the section of applied mathematics at the St. 
Louis International Congress of 1904, is published in the February Bulletin of 
the American Mathematical Society. The translation is by Professor J. W. Young. 

We learn from the Bulletin of the American Mathematical Society that a 
memorial to the late Dr. George Salmon, Provost of Trinity College, Dublin, 
was unveiled Friday, January 5, in the National Cathedral of St. Patrick's, Dub- 
lin. It consists of two windows in one of the chapels, a portrait of Dr. Salmon, 
and a Latin inscription bearing testimony to his mathematical and theological 
work. 
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Dr. W. B. Smith, professor of mathematics, Tulane University, is an 
author of wide reputation in non-mathematical fields. His latest book, "The 
Color Line," is reviewed in the July (1905) Monist by Professor C. J. Keyser. 
Says the reviewer : 

"The book in hand is the first of its kind to be written by a mathematician ; and all 
the qualities of the mathematical mind, excepting that of proverbial dryness, are evident 
throughout, in its grasp and penetration, in the clearness and steadiness of its vision, in 
the sharp precision with which its problems are stated, and in the boldness, energy, and 
relentless logical rigor with which they are handled. * * * From beginning to end the 
appeal is from the individual standard to the race standard'; from the traditional maxims 
however kindly, to the warning dictates of science however stern and cold ; from the rela- 
tive impotence of education to the 'omniprepotence of heredity.' * * * Whether one 
does or does not agree with Professor Smith's conclusions, the candid reader will allow the 
book is one with which future discussions of its difficult problems will be compelled to 
reckon." 



Washington The regular annual meeting of the Association of Teachers 

Mathematics of Mathematics in Washington was held on December 29 at 

Teachers. North Yakima. The following program was rendered at 

the meeting: 

"Preliminary report on a proposed text of high school mathematics," by 
Professor Robert E. Moritz, University of Washington ; "Present day defects in 
the teaching of secondary mathematics," by Mr. J. C. Keith, Seattle High School; 
"The relation of mathematics to applied science," by Professor 0. L. Waller, 
Washington State College ; ' 'A comparison of some definitions with reference to 
the derivation of operations from them," by Professor W. A. Bratton, Whitman 
College; "Mathematics in the high school: Its subject matter and methods," 
by Mr. J. L. Dunn, Spokane High School 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : President, Pro- 
fessor Robert E. Moritz, University of Washington ; Vice President, Mr. J. C. 
Keith, Seattle High School; Secretary-Treasurer, Miss Zella E. Bisbee, North 
Yakima High School. 



Portraits op Part II of the Portfolio of Portraits of Eminent Mathemati- 

Eminent cians, which is edited by Professor David Eugene Smith, has 

Mathematicians, been issued by the Open Court Publishing Company of 
Chicago. The installment forms a beautiful collection of 
pictures, if possible surpassing in interest and value the notable collection 
forming Part I. The set includes twelve portraits on imperial Japanese vellum, 
11 x 14, each portrait being accompanied by a brief biographical sketch, with 
occasional notes of interest concerning the artists represented. The collection 
includes: Pierre Simon Laplace, from a painting by Naigeon ; Blaise Pascal, 
after an etching ; Guillaume de 1' Hopital, from a painting by Poucher ; Niccolo 
Tartaglia, from an old engraving ; Jakob Bernoulli, after an etching by Dupin ; 
Gaspard Monge, from a lithograph by Delpech ; Joseph Louis Lagrange, after an 
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engraving by Hart ; Bonaventura Cavalieri, after a drawing by Alfleri ; Johann 
Bernoulli, from a painting by Ruber; Leonhard Euler, from a painting by 
Darbes ; Isaac Barrow, from the statue by Noble ; Carl Frederich Gauss, from a 
painting by Jensen. 

This series of portraits should adorn the walls of every room where math- 
ematics is taught. 



Cubbent The opening (January) number of the Transactions of the 

Pubijcations. American Mathematical Society contains the following contri- 

butions: "On the relation between the three parameter 
groups of a cubic space curve and a quadric surface," by A. B. Coble; "On cer- 
tain hyperabelian functions which are expressible by theta series," by J. 
I. Hutchinson; "On the form of a plane quintic curve with five cusps," by P. 
Field; "The symbolic treatment of differential geometry," by A. W. Smith; 
"Groups whose orders are powers of a prime," by W. B. Fite; "Differential 
parameters of the first order," by H. Maschke; "The Kronecker-Gaussian Curv- 
ature of hyperspace," by H. Maschke; "Groups containing only three operators 
which are squares," by G. A. Miller; "Theorems converse to Riemann's on dif- 
ferential equations," by D. R. Curtiss ; "General mean value and remainder the- 
orems," by G. D. Birkhoff ; "Determination of the abstract groups of order p^qr, 
p, q, r being distinct primes," by 0. E. Glenn; "Note on the differential invar- 
iants of a surface and of space," by C. N. Haskins; "On improper multiple in- 
tegrals," by James Pierpont. 

The current number of the American Journal of Mathematics contains, "On 
the quaternary linear homogeneous groups modulo p of order a multiple of p," 
by L. E. Dickson; "On the integration of a system of differential equations in 
kinematics," by J. Eiesland; "On the determination of the properties of the 
nodal curve of a unicursal ruled surface," by C. H. Sisam; "Certain surfaces 
with plane or spherical lines of curvature," by L. P. Eisenhart; "The motion of 
a solid in an infinite liquid," by A. G. Greenhill. 

The January number of the Annals of Mathematics contains the following 
papers : "The harmonic analysis of the semicircle and of the ellipse," by A. E. 
Kennelly; "Note on the possible number of operators of order 2 in a group of 
order 2 m ," by G. A. Miller; "A geometrical problem connected with the continu- 
ation of a power series," by H. Maschke; "On the determination of a catenary 
with given directrix and passing through two given points," by H. F. MacNeish; 
"Concerning the discontinuous solution in the problem of the minimum surface 
of revolution," by H. F. MacNeish; "Introduction to the theory of Fourier 
series," by M. B6cher. 

tt 

The Paris Academy of Sciences announces the Gutzman Prize of 100,000 
francs for communication with any star or planet other than Mars. No affront 
to the Martians is intended. 
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Mr. John A. Bryan of Forney, Texas, has published a little booklet called 
Perplex Problems. It is a compilation of arithmetic, algebra, trigonometry, and 
miscellaneous problems, "many of which' ' the author says are "odds and ends and 
old puzzlers." The book has 38 pages, including six pages of answers, and the 
price is ten cents. The following are specimens : 

"From a 50 gallon cask full of wine 10 gallons are drawn. The cask is then refilled 
with water. This is done ten times: how many gallons of wine remain?" 

"A house and barn are 20 rods apart ; the house is 10 and the barn 6 rods from a 
straight brook ; what is the length of the shortest path by which one can go from the house 
to the brook and take water to the barn?" 

The curious French and German poetical tributes to Archimedes, quoted 
in our November issue have called forth the following : 

3 14 15 9 

Now I, even I, would celebrate 

2 6 s 3 6 

In rhymes inapt, the great 

8 9 7 9 

Immortal Syracusan, rivaled nevermore, 

3 2 3 g 4 

Who in his wondrous lore, 

6 2 6 

Passed on before, 

433 8 327 9 

Left men his guidance how to circles mensurate. 

[Adam C. Orr in the Literary Digest.'] 

3 14 16 9 2 6 

Now, O hero, a great advancing in method, 

6 3 5 8 9 7 9 

Which you would proclaim wonderful, worketh universal ; 

323 8 4 626 

Yet in our memories your labour is rooted ; 

483 8 427 9 

Unto the end shouldst thou be amongst immortals ! 

[R. D. Carmiehael]. 



Erratum. 
Page 21, line 21, for V n =a T»-» ^g^, read U n = etc. 



